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SPECIAL NOTE 





Again a group of books singularly lacking in the characteristics which en- 
title them to a place under the heading of MUST BOOKS. There are, however, several 
"dark horses" which may climb to best seller rating. Note particularly the reports 
on the following: AND QUIET FLOWS THE DON, by Mikhail Sholokhov (Knopf) which seems 
to us head and shoulders above any other novel that has come out of Soviet Russia; 
Maurice Walsh's enchanting romance, THE ROAD TO NOWHERE (Stokes); RIVERS GLIDE ON, 
the best thing Hamilton Gibbs has written for many a year (Little, Brown); Max Miller's 
THE SECOND HOUSE FROM THE CORNER (Dutton); THE WOMAN SHE WAS by Lance Sieveking 
(Morrow), the outstanding non-fiction of the group. 


Beginning with this issue, we are including a calendar of publishing events, 
for the next two weeks, with page reference to bulletin forecasts. Check your orders 
and stock, and use the forecasts as sales aids for your staff. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Fiction 





July 2 
Sholokhov, Mikhail AND QUIET FLOWS THE DON Knopf 


P(ersonal )B(ookshops) Various modern Russian novelists have been hailed as success-— 
ors to Tolstoy, Dostoievsky, and Turgenieff, but in the opinion of this reader here 

is the first one who merits the distinction, and who at the same time is modern, orig- 
inal and universal enough in appeal to catch the imagination of the American reading 
public. This is a great book. Not a book for instant success — not a flash in the 
pan — but a book that will repay your personal attention, and that is certain to find 
a growing market. Here for the first time, one seems to come to grips with the Cos— 
sack of peace and war, of revolution and civil strife, half—barbarian, half—civilized. 
It is a story that comes from within, that has that note of authority, of authenticity. 
4A book to sell to the public that read avidly Sergeant Grisha and The Peasants. The 











publishers are planning strong backing. $3.00 
July 9 

Walsh, Maurice THE ROAD TO NOWHERE Stokes 

P.B. Enchanting glamorous romance, Gaelic to the core, high adventure, sheer 


charm. If the taste of the public for books in the heritage of Hangman's House, of 
The Beloved Vagabond, and of Walsh's own inimitable The Small Dark Man has not waned, 
here is the best thing of the kind that has come our way for more time than we care 
eS to count. It's a present day story, told with the lilt and swing of the Irish and 
with gusto and joy in living. And Rogan Stuart is a hero made to order for those who 
like them relentless in hate and love. An ideal book for swmmer sales and quick cir— 
culation; and a book for the long haul as well, $250 
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July 12 





Lennon, Thomas LAUGHING JOURNEY John Day 


P.B. Another Irish tale, but not in the strictly romantic vein. There is a 
philosophic note; there are flights of fantasy; there is enough of shock to lend 
savor; there is the light touch that lifts it all into the category of high adven 
ture, of men, women, wine and song. The story teller is Shane Conor, a pensioned 
member of the San Francisco fire department, who retains in his old age, his sense 
of humor and his gift of gab. In his youth he loved with ardor rather than caution, 
and the son that resulted from his romance, is raised by a foster father in Scotland, 
but returns to Ireland, there to live at high speed, to love in his father's tradi- 
tion, and to die a martyr to the revolutionary activities. It's a story in the form 
of reminiscences rather than straight fiction, and it is filled with characters, un-— 


related, but vital to the spirit of the book. $2.00 
Gibbs, A. Hamilton RIVERS GLIDE ON Little, Brown 
PB. Gibbs at his best, and a must book for a summer reading list. Good for 


sales and rentals, and appeal to all ages, men and women, who like a good novel with 
action, romance, a bit of philosophy and a Cinderella twist.... Soundings, which won 
Hamilton Gibbs his first wide public, was memorable for the father—daughter relation- 
ship. Here again that theme plays an important part, in the story of a father who . 
could find no kinship in his wife and three eldest children, but who discovered sym 
pathy and understanding in his youngest daughter. The Irish Sweepstakes give him a 
chance to rescue her from the atmosphere he has grown to hate, and together they 
venture forth, only to have a glimpse of Paradise and the doors slammed in their 
faces. An arresting story, and should be easy selling. $2.50 


Lindsay, Philip LONDON BRIDGE IS FALLING Little, Brown 


Historical fiction, distinguished chiefly for its vigorous picture of 15th 
century London. The story itself is kaleidescopic, the shifting bits of the lives 
of the people who live on the bridge, fitting into an intricate pattern, with the 
influence of Andrew Picard, back from the wars and sworn to the service of the rebel, 
Jack Cade, as the disrupting force. The market for this type of book is limited, 
Good of its kind, evincing thorough knowledge of the intimate details of life in 
those troubled days, the book lacks the human element which might give it vitality 


and reality. Buy lightly, with definite customers in mind. $2.50 
July 18 

Sieveking, Lance THE WOMAN SHE WAS Morrow 

P.B. A really extraordinary novel, an imaginary biography of one Charlotte 


Castleton, a woman who became a famous painter and whose friends included Swinburne 
and Rossetti and Oscar Wilde. Mngland of the last cighty years unfolds as one reads 
but the stress is on the character of the woman herself, and her personal and family 
life. The story is told in reverse, starting with the funeral of the central char- 
acter and working backwards, taking the leads from conversations at the time of her 
death. There is something of the appeal of the character in All Passions Spent - a 
wisdom and charm and an inner beauty, even in old age, that makes her the friend of 
young and old. Here's a book that has a real chance, but that should be carefully 
sold to your discriminating readers. $2.50 


July 20 





Cloud, Yvonne * MEDITERRANEAN BLUES Vanguard 
Again a derivative of the Norman Douglas School, though there is more of 
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plot and less of characterization and satire and background. A story of an ex-sales— 
girl who strives to keep two affairs working at the same time, — the one with a bon 
vivant of the old school, who has brought her to the south of France, the other with 
one of the new school of seducers. Further complications develop on the spot and 
Josephine finally succumbs to the legalization of her amours in direction number 
three. Amusing in spots, but unimportant except to swell rentals where there is 


demand for books of this type. 2} $2.00 
July-25° 
Herbert, Ae Pe HOLY DEADLOCK Doubleday, Doran 


Watch your step here. Not a chance of repeating Water Gypsies success, in 
the American market. The theme of this book is too British in viewpoint and sub- 
stance, to be of vital interest over here, for the whole story is built on the anom 
alies of the British divorce laws, and of conditions that have only faint parallels 
in this country. The propaganda element is too insistent for the story and character- 
izations to override it, convincing as they are. Well done, but limited in appeal. 


$2.50 
July 31 


Phillpotts, Eden THE OLDEST INHABITANT Macmillan 


A salty tale, quietly amusing, of a Mr. Fix-it who takes upon himself the 
untangling of the skeins of other people's lives, the mating and remating of fellow 
villagers according to his own scheme. The background is Devonshire, but the dialect 
is sparingly used, and does not slow up the tale. For the Phillpotts! audience, 


$2.00 
July 
(Dates will be supplied as available) 
Blaker, Richard NIGHT SHIFT Appleton—Century 


Not an essential book, but rather unusual in theme and keyed to men's in— 
terests, rather than women's, ‘The background is an English garage — the story re- 
volves around the relationship of the men on night and day shift, their customers, 
and their families. Quiet philosophy in terms of motor car mechanics. $2.00 7??? 


Galvez, Manuel HOLY WEDNESDAY Appleton—Century 


A novel championing the priest as a human being, whose fights against the 
temptations of the world are greater than other mortals, whose shoulders are not over— 
strong to bear his responsibilities — a good description of emotional impacts, crys-— 
talized in the experiences of one day, There is nothing to offend the Catholiic 
audience, the priest is handled sympathetically, and drawn as sincere, loyal almost 
to the point of cruelty. The setting is Buenos Aires. $2.00 7??? 


Haggard, Phoebe RED MACAW Scribner 


If the analogy does not seem too far-fetched, here is a book that is a 
blend of Uncle Tom's Cabin and Green Mansions. A story of three generations, spanning 
a hundred years, against a setting of a jungle plantation in central Brazil in the 
19th century. The development of the theme is punctuated by the recurrent appearances 
of a red macaw, captured and half domesticated at the opening of the century, and 
living out its allotted hundred years with the family that owned the plantation. ‘the 
story falls into a gruesome pattern, vivid and impelling — amazingly well written. 
The picture of slavery at its worst, under the sadistic reign of Jose, owner of the 
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plantation, is relieved only slightly by the seconardy theme of the life of the 
slave woman, Philomena. Superstition — fear -— a sinister undercurrent, inhuman 
cruelty — little of sympathy or common decency — it's a horrible conception, and 
yet, so vividly is it told, that one accepts, while recoiling from the facts pre- 
sented. Not an easy book to assign to a specific market. There is a macabre un— 
pleasantness that will repel squeamish readers. Warn them — but sell it on its 
presentation of a new facet in the history of the slave trade, on its unique setting 
and powerful writing. $2.00 


Kirwan, Patrick BLACK EXCHANGE Vanguard 


Grim, unhealthy, unpleasant -— very foreign and very tragic. <A book that. 
would appeal only to the morbid reader, seeking new sensations, but unfortunately 
written better than most of its type, so that it cannot be wholly condemned. However, 
it is absolutely unessential for the average bookshop.... The story of a German 
boarding house, run by a greedy liar who descends to any depths for filthy lucre, 
even to using his own daughter, diseased from earning a living on the streets, as a 
bait to lure a mysterious but wealthy boarder. ‘he inflation gives him and his pal 
a chance to cash in on others misfortunes, but fate renders them medicine in their 


own kind when the artificial conditions collapse....Pass it up. $2.00 
August 7 
Bates, H. E. THE WOMAN WHO HAD IMAGINATION Macmillan 


A group of fourteen stories, all English, though some have appeared here 
in Story, Esquire, etc. For the customer who wants short stories outside the usual 
pattern, these are exceptionally fine. Certain characters recur, though there is no 


attempt to build up, through the stories, a community picture. $2.00 7? 
August 8 

Kiker, Mathilda HEIRS OF MRS. WILLINGDON Doubleday, Doran 

* 


Second rate English story, rather smartly written with a distinct striving 
toward wit and humor. Mrs. Willingdon dies, leaving everything to her chauffeur who 
has been her lover. The ghouls, in the shape of her family, descend upon the house- 
hold, and the next generation proves that they have inherited some of her tendencies. 
A book that can be passed up without loss. — $2.00 


The following material received too late for inclusion in May 


June 18 
Malraux, Andre | MAN'S FATE ‘Smith & Haas 





A novel of revolutionary China, and the 1933 Goncourt Prize winner, In 
spite of which, cannot see a market for it over here. Tough going, and lacks clarity 
and human interest appeal. The story begins with a murder committed by a Chinese 
terrorist for the Revolution on the night before an insurrection in Shanghai, The 
background is young revolutionary China, half Europeanized, half Buddhist, torn by 
internal dissension, individually and politically. The meaning of the title is that 
a}l men dream of being gods; in the process of growing up they create new illusions 
ani lose old ones, until they are no longer adolescent or dreaming, at which point 
they are fit only for death. The chief characters are two brothers; others come and 
go in military intrigue and political graft. In the end, suicide, death in battle, 
yurden of grief for all. The tone is vaguely reminiscent of the mood of the Celine 
oook, but it lacks the power of that, $2-50 
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June 19 
Keeley, Philip CORNER SHOP Macmillan 


Leisurely English tale of lower middle class people, the central character 
@ woman who sacrificed her family and herself to a growing gree for possession, 
epitomized in the ownership of the corner shop. Starting with the Boer War, going 
through to the World War, the story picks up the threads of two generations, without 
creating a sense of passing years and changing scene. Unimportant, though mildly 
interesting. $2.50 


June 20 
Wadsley, Olive AT LAST Dodd, Mead 


Rental library drip - with its quota of marriage and divorce and union 
without benefit of clergy and undesirable pregnancy, taken care of by fate most 


opportunely. England is the setting. And there's a happy ending. | $2.00 
June 21 
Abbott, Jane FIDDLER'S COIN Je Be. Lippincott 


Another of the same type — light love story without even the lure of at-— 
tractive characters, for the reader heartily dislikes most of the people and cares 
little what their fate may be. An obvious plot, not up to Jane Abbott's standard, 
concerned with two young people who come to New York in search of experience, and 


fail to benefit thereby. $2.00 
June 25 

Widdemer, Margaret BACK TO VIRTUE, BETTY Farrar & Rinehart 

P.B. A good safe bet for a healthy rental library distribution. The story of 


two sisters, the elder who carries the family on her shoulders, the younger who is 
always in emotional hot water, and at the opening of this stage of her career, is 
precipitated into marriage — not of her own choosing — with an improvident youth who 
has cut himself loose from his wealthy father and struck out into the seas of com 


munistic trends, But of course it is the elder who secures real romance. $2.00 
June 28 
Coe, Charles Francis RANSOM Je Be. Lippincott 


The story of a kidnapper, told from his side of the fence. A bit artif-— 
icial, both in substance and method of telling, and therefore fails to establish 
either conviction or sustaining interest. Not enough punch to go over as a gangster 


yarn — nor does it strike fire as a human side of the news. $2.00 
June 29 
Seton, Graham LIFE WITHOUT END Farrar & Rinehart 


Punk —- oh so dull. Lacks the vigor of his adventure tales, and is sus— 
piciously suggestive of an effort to be "thoughtful" and "challenging". The story 
of a clergyman for whom life was made too easy, and who therefore decided to break 
the mold and find out for himself what it was all about. <A bit hard on his wife, 
and not particularly satisfactory for anyone concerned. $2.00 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Non-fiction 


July OS 


Gannett, Lewis SWEET LAND Doubleday, Doran 










P.B. Some of this material appeared in Gannett's column in the Herald-Tribune. 
Much of it is new. As a whole, it is good reading, though, from the point of view 
of a travel book, is decidedly spotty, probably intentionally so, as it conveys only 
the high spots and general impressions of a cross continental trip taken by Lewis 
Gannett and his wife and son. Once the southwest is reached, the text takes on mo— 
mentum, and the coast part is the best. For practical purposes the chapters dealing 
with costs, with practical details about camping, luggage, and so on are valuable. 
Good chance for a merchandising plan on related books, using his lists of reading 
dealing with different sections of the country, as a basis. $1.75 


Juyatr > 
THE BARTER LADY 















Harris, Evelyn Doubleday, Doran 








P.B. Get the trade —- or a few outstanding rooters — back of this book, and it 
might have the sort of sales history An American Idyll attained a good many years ago. 
It is a book one feels impelled to help put over. Read it yourself and see. A story 
of courage in the face of odds, of intelligence and energy and imagination. Timely - 
for it deals with farm problems, not on a big scale, but a situation that is encoun- 
tered in farming districts all through the east — and that is humanized by the fact 
that this is a personal experience story. Widowed at fifty, saddled with three mort-— 
gaged farms, and faced with the problem of bringing up five children, Evelyn Harris 
put her shoulder to the wheel and fought her battle against present conditions in 

@ farm life, — high costs, low and uncertain returns. The setting is Maryland — the 
farms raised fruit, vegetables, poultry. Politics and graft in marketing circles - 
Washington blind (or helpless) in essential problems. She won her name by trading 
her goods for everything from new soles for shoes to membership in a book club, And 
she kept the human touch and a sense of humor. Ideal book to suggest for women's 
































clubs, reading circles, and so forth. $2050 
July 12 

Brown, Cora, Rose and Bob THE WINE COOK BOOK Little, Brown 

P.B. The gastronomic art need not be lost to America if the fastidious hostess 


guides her menage with this. It's a cook book, from soup to nuts — with a section 
on menus — a chapter on wines and vintages — another on cocktails — yet another on 
cold and hot drinks. And it's good reading, from first to last, with side glimpses 
into inns and kitchens the world over. Told with humor and meticulous attention to 
details relating to the fine art of cooking, now — since Repeal - an art that can be 
restored to the American table. Go after local hotels and clubs and restaurants. 
Everyone of them, if at all concerned with building a reputation for unusual food, 


will find this suggestive and thoroughly helpful. $2250 
Faunce, Hilda DESERT WIFE Little, Brown 
P.B. Pioneering is not dead, if one can experience in this 20th century all Hilda 


Faunce experienced in leaving a sheltered existence in a town of the northwest to 
@ drive behind a team of skittish horses across the old Oregon Trail to a remote Navajo 
trading post in Arizona. There's no romanticizing here — no glorifying the American 
Indian — merely a simple, direct, adventurous human tale, of @ woman, not a moving 
picture heroine. Good reading, at that. $2.00 
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July 12 


Vidal, Lois MAGPIE Little, Brown 


Here's a book that frankly stumps me. I didn't like it. I thought it was 
too long. I wasn't convinced that it was fact. And yet I read it to the end and am 
eager for other people to read it so that I can talk it over with them. If the pub-— 
lic gets the same yen, perhaps it will catch hold. Anyhow, it is not negligible, 
It's something in the nature of a literary curiosity. It's certainly unique among 
autobiographies. A "nymph errant" — reared in a parsonage and inheriting the taint 
of insanity which sent her father and a brother and sister to sanitariums, which 
brought suicide to one and erratic maladjustment to another. She herself was in and 
out of institutions, up and down the scale of physical disabilities with a mental 
base, tasting here and there of emotion but rarely drinking deeply, serving her 
country in France, accepting what was offered her by "rich man, poor man, beggarman, 
thief" ~ by drunkard, sailor, chauffeur, traveling salesman, waiter and so one A 
governess in Corsica, waitress, cook, maid of all work, in England and elsewhere; 
sleeping now in luxury, now under a hedgerow or on the Thames Embankment; never able 
to hold a job, but never at a loss for emergency expedients. It's a mad story. 


Read it and see, $3.00 
wis §& - 20 

Miller, Max THE SECOND HOUSE FROM THE CORNER Dutton 

P.B. Difficult to determine whether this should be sold as fiction or non-fiction. 


Take your choice. It is certainly autobiographical, but possibly less strictly so 
than I Cover the Waterfront. Less philosophical than He Went Away for a While. Not 
personal narrative in the fashion of The Beginning of a Mortal. But with something 
of the flavor of each of these. A group of sketches, stories of the community in 
which he has become a citizen, a householder, and of the gradual change it makes in 
his own relation to life around him. From unimportant details he builds reality. 
There is an oddly compelling power in his very simplicity and poignancy of insight. 











Cood for the Max Miller market — but not likely to widen it. $2250 
July 18 
Frischauer, Paul PRINCE EUGENE Morrow 


Prince Eugene was the son of one of Louis XIV's mistresses, Olympia, and 
reputedly the son of Louis himself, though never in that monarch's good graces. 
Grand—nephew of Mazarin, intimate friend of the Duke of Marlborough, Eugene, through 
sheer genius in military matters, became one of the most powerful figures of his time. 
Louis! disregard and sneers lost him Eugene's allegiance, and he beeame a tremendous 
factor in Austria's growing power and in the eventual breakdown of the power of the 
French throne. Sound biography, a recreation of an epoch in which he moved, this 
book should interest students of history, particularly those interested in 17th and 
18th century Europe. But it lacks the divine spark that would make it of wide pop-— 
ular interest. $4.00 


July 30 
Rak, Mary Kidder A COWMAN'S WIFE Houghton, Mifflin 
Not wholly autobiography, since it covers only that part of Mary Rak's life 
as a cattleman's wife in southwest Arizona, in the Chiricahua Mountains. Therein 


a house so "small you couldn't curse the cat without getting fur in your mouth" she 
tries to make a home and to forget the beautiful old house and the lovely possessions 
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which had burned to cinders. The method of telling makes adventure of days which 
might have seemed endlessly dull, days spent in the saddle, rounding up cattle, 
searching for strays, setting wolf traps. She fills the pages with anecdotes of 
cows, steers, dogs, Mexicans. It's a book for women and men alike, and for those 
readers who ordinarily preferfiction, as there is a definite element of adventure, 
good, red~blooded western adventure. <A really remarkable human interesting document. 


$3.00 









August 2 










Van Doren, Carl, Editor MODERN AMERICAN PROSE Harcourt, Brace 


P.B. Here's a book that every well-stocked library —- private or public — should 
have on its shelves (and frequently, off them). The Table of Contents is sufficient 
evidence of its importance, that and the reputation of the editor for sound judgment 
and thorough appreciation of not only the scholarly approach but the popular angle, 
This is an anthology of modern prose, a brilliant panorama of our American literary 
gallery. The significant thing, to me, was the selection of material, significant 
always, but never descending to the obvious. ‘The period covered is 1915-1934. The 
writers included are: Gertrude Stein, Van Wyck Brooks, Willa Cather, Paul Elmer More, 
Edith Wharton, Randoulph Bourne, James Branch Cabell, Theodore Dreiser, John Reed, 
Joseph Hergesheimer, George Santayana, Frank Moore Colby, Sherwood Anderson, Stuart 
Sherman, H, Le Mencken, Carl Van Vechten, E. E. Cummings, John Dos Passos, Scott 
Fitzgerald, Thomas Beer, Thyra Samter Winslow, George Jean Nathan, Mary Austin, Ring 
Lardner, Albert Jay Nock, Lewis Mumford, Maxwell Anderson and Lawrence Stallings, 
William Beebe, Sinclair Lewis, Floyd Dell, Joseph Wood Krutch, Carl Sandburg, Thorn— 
ton Wilder, Ernest Hemingway, Glenway Wescott, Evelyn Scott, T. S, Eliot, Hendrik 
Van Loon, Elizabeth Maddox Roberts, Waldo Frank, Edmund Wilson, Eleanor Rowland 
Wembridge, Pearl Buck, Alva Johnston, Carl Becker, Clarence Day, Ludwig Lewisohn, 

e@ Mark Van Doren, Julia Peterkin, James Weldon Johnson, Burton Rascoe, Erskine Caldwell, 
Albert Halper, Alexander Woollcott, Constance Rourke, Carl Van Doren and others. 
(Literary Guild - August) Price 7??? 
































The following material received too late for inclusion in May 








Already Published 
Perkins, Frances PEOPLE AT WORK John Day 


P.B, Adequate but not inspired -— though sure of a fair sale, due to the fact 
that any pronouncement on the labor situation by the Secretary of Labor is "news", 
Straightforward exposition of the story back of unemployment and the effect of the 
NR A in starting the wheels going. Stresses the need of prevention in future, 
through unemployment and old age pensions, through elimination of child labor, 
through maintaining shortened hours and wages not below a certain standard, through 
sustained standards of living, and through the wise use of leisure. $2650 


Herskovits, Melville & Frances REBEL OF DESTINY Whittlesey House 


Good adventure made out of the explorations of a white man and woman an~ 
thropologist in the heart of the South American bush. Describes scenes of life among 
negro people living in isolation in interior Dutch Guinea, descendants of runaway 

@} slaves imported in the 17th century. Difference between this and other exploration 
adventure tales is that this is wholly concerned with human beings, not beasts of the 

jungle. Highly readable, sometimes amusing, always revealing. Goes into religion, 

dress, conventions, sex, marriage, arts and crafts and So on. $3.00 
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Lippmann, : Walter THE METHOD OF FREEDOM Macmillan 


& P.B. Notice was given of this book in the May lst issue (Page 101). Add to this 
data the fact that this is an issuing in book form of three lectures, and the theme 
of the lectures centered on a discussion of directed economy versus compensated econ— 
omy, with the balance of proof in favor of compensated economy, as more adapted to 
an economy of abundance, where the other method fits the needs of an economy of want. 
He raises two main points as essentials to this end:— the placing of the initiative 
in the hands of the executive branch rather than the legislative, and by strengthen— 
ing the middle classes through raising the proletariat and leveling down the plut~ 
ocracye For the Lippmann fans; for those interested in expression of theories of 
government and social trends. $1.50 


June 12 
Soule, George THE COMING REVOLUTION Macmillan 


A concise, comprehensive, logical presentation of the causes of our social 
disorder, a gathering up of the loose and tangled threads from our economic looms 
and a weaving them into a durable carpet. A word of warning to capitalism, — the 
New Deal is a palliative, revolution is still ahead of us, the days of the profit 
system are numbered, The present administration was not ready to eliminate capital-— 
ism, but a future regime will evolve, which will make better provision for the op— 
pressed workers, the struggling small business man, the debt ridden farmer and the 
iconoclast intellectual. A book which will clarify many things in the mind of the 


average reader, $2.50 
ae June 20 

Engle, Paul AMERICAN SONG Doubleday, Doran 

P.B. There is more than "promise" here, Paul Engle — in some of the verse in 


this little collection — has indicated the verve and virility and sturdy strength 
of Carl Sandburg and Rigar lee Masters and Robert Frost. It is individual too, much 


of it — not imitative. Here is a poet to watch. It's good stuff. $1.50 
June 25 
Rowan, Richard Wilmer SPIES AND THE NEXT WAR Robert McBride 





The title is somewhat misleading, since this book is a fairly complete study 
of the history and technique of espionage, rather than a prophetic picture of the 
future. It is rich in dramatic narrative of the exploits of famous spies, much of 
the material has been amply vouched for, a good deal is hearsay and legend. Diagrams 
and illustrations of secret ciphers, concealed plans of fortifications, various forms 
of spy communications lend added interest. Rather sensational. Frankly pessimistic 
about the future. A book of undoubted interest to anyone interested in world affairs 
as well as to those intrigued by the always glamorous subject of spies. $2.50 


Recommended Mysteries, Westerns and Thrillers 


ee June 6 





Bailey, He. Ce SHADOW ON THE WALL Doubleday, Doran 
Another Reggie Fortune yarn and a good one, revolving around a drug ring 
plot, a series of society deaths and a smart London dress shop. $2.00 
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June 20 





Christie, Agatha MR. PARKER PYNE, DETECTIVE Dodd, Mead 










A&A collection of short stories, strung on the slender thread of the work of 
Parker Pyne, happiness expert. Delightful for pick up odd moments. $2.00 





July 3 






Strahan, Kay Cleaver THE HOBGOBLIN MURDER Bobbs, Merrill 










Another Lynn MacDonald story, which measures up to her best. Pacific 
Coast setting, with a startling denouement in the mystery of the death of the ty— 
rannical old woman who rules her household through terror. $2.00 







July 12 











Toussaint—Samat, Jean THE DEAD MAN AT THE WINDOW Lippincott 





Very French and very improbable, but a readable tale of a succession of 
deaths in a Provencal fishing village, and of a ghostly apparition. $2.00 






July 18 



















Footner, Hulbert DANGEROUS CARGO Harper 
A cracker jack — American — well written and absorbing reading. The mystery 
surrounding the machinations on board a luxurious yacht, belonging to the worst hated 
man in America, keeps one guessing up to the end. $2.00 
Teilhet, Darwin THE TALKING SPARROW MURDERS Morrow 


Good tale, with sidelights on Nazi Germany, and an American engineer as 
the hero. It starts with an old man stating that a bird has spoken to him $2.00 


July 20 
Coolidge, Dane SILVER HAT Dutton 


A tale of the southwest, and of an English girl who is abducted when making 
a visit to see the Snake Dance of the Hopi. Tarzan, American style, to the rescue. 


$2.00 
July 25 
Strange, Oliver OUTLAW BREED Doubleday, Doran 
Has everything a first class western should have, — live fighting, good 

romance, and vivid writing. $2.00 
Grierson, Francis D. THE EMPTY HOUSE | Appleton—Century 

© A fair story — which starts with an artist going over a house with a rental 
agent, and discovering a corpse in a cupboard. } $2.00 
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Lippincott 




















Gribble, Leonard R, THE SECRET OF TANGLES 


Another Inspector Slade story. Scotland Yard sends a wireless to the fly- 
ing squad in the Western area, in search of four gangsters. They find a mysterious 
girl, and empty house, and two corpses. First class tale. $2.00 


Note These Changes in Publication Dates 





White, S. E, — FOLDED HILLS (Doubleday, Doran) from June 20 to Fall. (Page 62) 

Delafield, E. M. — THE PROVINCIAL LADY IN AMERICA (Harper) from June 8 to 1). 
(Page 87) 

Grey, Zane ~— CODE OF THE WEST (Harper) from May 16 to June 14. (Page 86) 


Steen, Marguerite — MATADOR (Little, Brown) from June 8 to June 30. (Page 98) 


Here Are Our Bets for June 1-15 





June 1 — Wells, H. G. — SEVEN FAMOUS NOVELS (Knopf) — See page 107 
Larsson, Gosta — OUR DAILY BREAD (Vanguard) — See page 107 


June 4 — Hooke, N, Warner — STRIPLINGS (Dutton) — See page 97 


June - Tretiakov, S. Hi. — CHINESE TESTAMENT (Simon & Schuster) - See page 84 


WI 


June 6 — Haycox, Ernest — RIDERS WEST (Doubleday, Doran) - See page 93 
Mann, Thomas — JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS (Knopf) — See page 98 


June 8 — Baker, Hugh — CARTWRIGHT IS DEAD, SIR (Houghton,Mifflin) - See page 103 
— Hilton, James — GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS (Little, Brown) — See page 108 


June 11 - Duke, Winifred — BASTARD VERDICT (Knopf) — See page 80 
Fangen, Ronald — DUEL (Viking) -— See page 99 


June 13 ~ Gardner, Erle S, — THE CASE OF THE HOWLING DOG (Morrow) -— See page 94 


14 — Delafield, E. M. — THE PROVINCIAL LADY IN AMERICA (Harper) - See page 87 





